ARTFUL HOLIDAYS

O Cozy Painting Prompts
tor Festive Inspiration

By Denise Love / 2lilowls.com




Welcome

Creative Explorers

Welcome to the Artful Holidays festive inspiration! I'm so excited for you to dive
into this collection of cozy prompts, each one inspired by the festive season and
crafted to spark your creativity in fun, unexpected ways. Whether you’re a seasoned
artist or simply looking to explore, these prompts are designed to be flexible, so you
can make each one your own. Take them in any direction—layer textures, blend
colors, or add a bit of sparkle. Let this be your space to experiment and express
yourself fully.

As you journey through these prompts, remember: there’s no right or wrong way to
create. Art is all about discovering what feels good to you, so enjoy the process,
follow your intuition, and, most importantly, have fun!

Happy Creating and Happy Holidays! xoxo Denise



Cozy Mixed Media
Abstract Prompts

e Icy Layers - Create abstract icy
textures with layering whites, light
blues, and frosty marks.

e Warm Hues - Explore a warm, cozy
palette inspired by hot cocoa and
spiced oranges.

e Twinkling Sparkles - Add dots,
flecks, or foil to mimic twinkling
lights in your piece.

e Cozy Knit Patterns - Use repetitive
mark-making to create abstract
sweater-like patterns.

e Snow Shadows - Blend white and
subtle grays to create abstract snowy
depth.

e Glimmering Light — Experiment with
translucent layers, capturing the glow
of soft candlelight.

e Evergreen Impressions — Use greens
and rough textures to hint at
evergreen foliage.

e Metallic Pops - Add metallic paints
or foil for shimmering holiday
ornament effects.

e Red-Green Contrast — Create a bold
abstract using red and green tones as
the main colors.

e Mountain Silhouettes — Build layers
of rough shapes to suggest distant
snowy peaks.




Circular Repetition - Layer circular
shapes or stamps for a wreath-like
abstract.

Gingerbread Tones — Use warm
browns, with soft edges and cozy
textures.

Gold Accents - Experiment with
touches of gold paint, leaf, or markers
in a festive design.

Crystalline Patterns — Use geometric
shapes and cool colors for abstract ice
crystals.

Earthy Warmth - Incorporate layers
of sienna, burnt orange, and soft
browns.

Intricate Details — Use fine lines and
metallics to mimic vintage holiday
decor.

Falling Dots - Splatter or stamp to
create a snowfall effect with white or
metallic paints.

Botanical Hints - Use abstract, leafy
shapes to bring in a festive, natural
feel.

Gift Wrap Layers — Overlay patterns
or papers to mimic gift wrap in an
abstract way.

Brushed Copper - Create a warm
metallic wash inspired by holiday
accents.




Candy Swirls — Use swirling shapes
and vibrant reds and whites for a
playful abstract.

Starry Hues - Build layers of dark
blues and flecks of white for a night
sky feel.

Soft Texture — Use soft edges and
warm hues to create the look of cozy
blankets.

Animal Spirit — Abstractly represent
woodland animals with earthy tones
and soft shapes.

Cross-Hatch Textures — Use cross-
hatching or line work to suggest knit
patterns.

Cinnamon Tones - Layer rich
browns, reds, and warm details
inspired by spices.

Reflective Layers — Create layered
reflections with cool tones and
blended edges.

Midnight Stars — Dark background
with white or metallic marks to create
a peaceful night.

Bold Reds - Use poinsettia reds and
deep greens in abstract layers.
Nature’s Patterns — Create textured
layers and organic patterns inspired by

pinecones.




Candy Stripes - Use stripes and high
contrast for a fun peppermint effect.
Deep Blues - Blend various shades of
blue with rough, sweeping strokes.
Silver Sheen - Incorporate a subtle
silver wash or marks for a metallic
feel.

Golden Glow - Use warm yellows and
soft edges to mimic holiday lights.
Miniature Landscapes — Create small
abstract landscape sections within a
larger piece.

Bell-Like Shapes — Use rounded,
abstract shapes with highlights to
suggest bells.

Reflective Glass — Add layers of
transparent colors to mimic
reflections in ornaments.

Loose Lines — Add loose, fluid lines
for the feeling of jingle bells in
motion.

Textured Layers — Build layers with
textured elements, inspired by rustic
decor.

Ember Glow - Use warm reds,
oranges, and dark accents for a
glowing effect.




Cold Colors - Focus on whites, grays,
and icy blues for a frosty abstract.
Shimmering Stars — Dot or splatter
small star shapes throughout a dark
background.

Interwoven Lines — Create
interlacing lines inspired by plaid
textures.

Soft Feathers — Use light, flowing
shapes and soft blues for a snowy owl
effect.

Playful Shapes — Incorporate small,
playful shapes for a vintage feel.
Forest Layers - Use layers of green
with texture to create a dense forest
feel.

Bright Bows - Layer rounded,
intersecting shapes for a bow-like
abstract effect.

Snowy Trails — Create winding lines
or paths with soft, cool tones.

Amber Glow - Layer soft ambers with
darker shades to mimic holiday
lighting.

Snow Drifts — Layer whites and blues
with rough edges for snow-covered
paths.




Diffused Light - Use soft circles with
blurry edges to create glowing
lanterns.

Confetti Marks — Add small splashes
of color for a confetti-inspired
abstract.

Dreamy Pastels — Layer pastels and
soft shapes inspired by sugarplum
tones.

Rich Reds and Purples - Blend these
hues in swirling shapes for a festive
effect.

Warm and Cool Contrast — Layer
deep greens with warm browns and
ambers.

Berry Pop - Incorporate small red
marks or shapes to hint at winter
berries.

Soft, Fluffy Textures — Create
rounded, textured shapes like deep
SNOW.

Market Colors — Use vibrant reds,
greens, and whites to evoke holiday
market scenes.

Golden Specks — Add tiny touches of
gold paint or foil for a subtle sparkle.
Frosted Edges — Use dry brushing on
the edges of shapes for a frosted look.




NOTES




Thank you
& a Few Final Thoughts

Thank you for joining me on this cozy, creative journey! I hope these prompts
brought some joy, inspiration, and maybe even a few surprises to your holiday
season. Every piece you created is a unique reflection of your artistic voice, and I’'m
so grateful to have been part of that process with you.

Remember, the beauty of art lies in exploration and growth. You might return to
some of these prompts in the future or discover new ways to make them your own.
Whatever direction you take, know that each step forward adds to your creative
story.

Wishing you continued inspiration, happiness, and many more artful days ahead.
Thank you for bringing these prompts to life in your unique way, and here’s to all
the beautiful art yet to come!

Stay inspired, and keep creating! xoxo Denise

(All of the trees featured in this pdf are from my class: Whimsical Art for a Joyful Holiday: A Christmas
Tree Mixed Media Art Class)



What is next

Fun creative extras:

W

Hi there! I’'m Denise, an artist, photographer, and the
creator of digital resources and creative workshops. My
passion for art and the creative process has guided my
career, as I continuously explore various mediums and
techniques to express new ideas—whether I’'m working
with paint, pencils, or digital tools. I love pushing artistic
boundaries and experimenting with what’s possible.

In addition to making my own art, I’'m dedicated to
teaching others through workshops and classes. I believe
that creativity is an essential part of life, and I’'m here to
help you unlock your own artistic potential, no matter
where you are in your journey. Let’s keep creating and
exploring together!



https://www.youtube.com/c/2lilowlsstudio
https://www.skillshare.com/en/r/user/2lilowls
https://2lilowls.com/

